




BRANDON McCASKILL
Thelma McMurray Award

Sponsored by Jim & Carolyn McMurray



BRANDON McCASKILL
The Thelma McMurray Award is intended for students with financial need 
who have demonstrated strong family values, have overcome personal 
challenges, and have set goals for higher education. 

Brandon Alan McCaskill is most deserving of this award as he is the 
fifth of eight children in a family who suffered financial hardship a few 
years ago when they lost everything they owned. After that tragedy, 
the older children took on jobs to help their parents regain financial 
independence. Throughout times of homelessness and hunger the family 
was sustained by their solid love for each other, their deep faith, the 
kindness of others, and their own resourcefulness.  

Brandon received the Hardest Worker Award at his place of employment 
for the past three years for his strong work ethic, his politeness, and 
leadership skills. Twice he has received the Leadership Award at St. 
Clair Secondary School for his enthusiastic involvement in school life 
and his ability to motivate others. This young man has overcome many 
challenges, but in his eyes they are not obstacles; they are opportunities 
for him to do his part.  As an accomplished guitarist, songwriter, singer, 
and actor, Brandon has generously shared his many talents with others. 
He won the St. Clair Idol competition, participated in two musical theatre 
productions, playing the lead in one, and most recently acted in a local 
community production of ‘Esther the Musical’. He is also proficient at 
writing and art, having written children’s books and illustrated them 
himself!  At the same time he always managed to maintain strong 
academic  grades  and has always set goals for higher education in 
order to “make a better life” for himself and his family.

The Thelma McMurray Award is being given to a most worthy recipient 
and will assist Brandon McCaskill in accomplishing his goals in higher 
education. Bravo Brandon!



JOSHUA GUERETTE
Creativity Award

Sponsored by CineSarnia



JOSHUA GUERETTE

Joshua Guerette has been an honour student all four years of his 
high school career at St. Clair Secondary School and last year won 
the Grade 12 Computer and Information Science Award.  Joshua has 
been described by one of his teachers as “a very disciplined and 
dedicated student…due to his excellent problem solving skills and 
ability to think outside the box”.

As well as his involvement at school, Joshua has been a regular 
volunteer at Bethel Pentacostal Church for the past four years.  He 
has been the technical hand behind much of the music for the 
children’s program, the Junior and Senior High Groups and the main 
church services.  He has also volunteered for various community 
picnics and a public event called Fam Jam, providing free food, 
games and entertainment to local families.  The musical director of 
Bethel Pentacostal explains, “Joshua comes prepared to work hard 
and does an excellent job of serving the musicians, visual crew and 
pastors at the church…Josh consistently displays a positive, helpful 
attitude and makes himself available to cover sound whenever he 
can”.  In addition, he designed and administers the church’s youth 
group web site.

It is Josh’s ambition to use his knowledge and expertise to pursue a 
college education, and eventually a career in film and television.



DESTINY DUNCAN
John & Margaret McKay Award

Sponsored by The McKay Family



DESTINY DUNCAN
The McKay Family Award is given to a student who has set goals for higher 
education, in spite of financial restraints.  This individual also demonstrates 
the YMCA core values of caring, honesty, respect and responsibility.  Destiny 
Duncan is a most worthy recipient of this award.

This S.C.I.T.S. student’s strong commitment to her community is 
demonstrated in her various volunteer activities.  Destiny volunteers her 
time at the Kiwanis Boys’ and Girls’ Club as well as the Cedar Bay Campsite, 
where she organizes various children’s events.

However, what is most impressive about Destiny Duncan is her perseverance 
to succeed, despite the various challenges that she has encountered over 
the past few years.  While raising a young child, she has achieved successes 
that many, who are much older than she, have difficulty mastering.  
Throughout the majority of her high school career, Destiny has maintained 
her own residence and raised a child.  Not only will she graduate with her 
peers this June, but she will also do so with an average in the high eighties.

The McKay Family Award is given to those who have educational goals that 
are realistic and are reflective of their academic marks.  Destiny is a most 
worthy recipient.  Since she was a young child, it has been her life long 
dream to become an accountant.  She is well on her way to achieving this 
goal as she plans to attend Lambton College this fall.

Those who know Destiny well, describe her best: “She is an extremely hard 
worker and puts her heart into everything she does.”  Destiny Duncan is a 
most deserving recipient of the McKay Family Award for the YMCA’s 2010 
Celebration of Youth.



HEATHER STEWART
Personal Achievement Award

Sponsored by RBC Foundation



HEATHER STEWART
Heather Stewart is a deserving recipient of the Personal Achievement 
Award.  As a baby it was discovered she had a form of Spina Bifida 
and when she was three, her father passed away leaving her mother 
alone to raise Heather and her brother.  Heather has demonstrated 
courage, optimism, and determination to overcome the adversity of 
dealing with Spina Bifida.

She is a student in grade 12 who has maintained an 82% average.  
Her positive attitude and determination has led to her success in 
achieving attainable personal goals.  She has taken a leadership role 
in and out of school.  She is currently in the school band and Chair 
of the prom committee.  She is heavily involved in Youth Bowling 
Challenge, a five pin bowling organization.  She was disappointed 
when told she could never ice skate.  That’s when she discovered 
Sledge hockey.  For the past eight years she has put her heart and 
soul into hockey and has received MVP awards at many tournaments.  
For five years Heather has been the Ambassador for the Easter Seals 
Society of Sarnia-Lambton and spent one year as Easter Seals 
Ambassador for the Province of Ontario. She was admired for her 
work in various speeches, T.V., and personal appearances.   As an 
Easter Seals camp participant, Heather went the extra mile, taking 
signage classes at Lambton College so she could communicate more 
clearly with her hearing impaired friends at these camps.

Heather has had six operations on her feet and ankles to improve 
strength and balance.  Her mother and her Big Sister encouraged 
her to set realistic goals, but have dreams as well.  She has and will 
continue to do so.  She has a strong academic record, she is a leader 
in school and the community, and her next goal is University and her 
ultimate goal is to be an Educator.



ALLANAH VOKES
Business Development Award
Sponsored by Sarnia-Lambton 

Business Development Corporation



ALLANAH VOKES
A multi-talented young lady, Allanah Vokes is a very successful business 
woman as well as an accomplished artist.  She has more than 6 years of 
experience operating her own small business by designing, creating, and 
successfully selling her jewellery at local craft shows such as Art in the Park 
and the Big Sister’s Show and Sale.

Through her successful jewellery business Allanah has supported silent 
auctions for Big Sisters, the Sexual Assault Crisis Centre, the Petrolia and 
Enniskillen Agricultural Society, and the Canadian Cancer Society.  At a 
successful open house fundraiser she donated 10% of her jewellery sales 
to the St. Joseph’s Hospice’s Caring Hearts program.  Both school and 
community have benefitted greatly from her artistic attributes.  She was 
the lead props and scenery manager for LCCVI’s production of “Once Upon 
a Mattress”, regularly creates advertisement posters for school clubs, and 
assists with prom committee designs.  Her work has been displayed at 
Gallery Lambton’s Student Art Show, and at the YMCA Peace Week Gala 
Show.  She donated an original watercolour to the Haiti Relief Art Show and 
Sale and 3 acrylic paintings were part of the Hearts for Haiti Fundraiser.

Beyond business and art, Allanah writes for her school newspaper, is a peer 
tutor, is studying for grade 8 piano, and is taking a credit course in Modern 
European History from the University of Western Ontario.  She has been an 
active member of LCCVI’s Environment Club for 3 years and was a member 
the 2009 Envirothon Team competing in the study of forestry, aquatics, 
wildlife, and soils.  An interest in archaeology led her to participate in a 
University of Western Ontario archaeological dig, and she has had a full 
time summer position as Museum Assistant Administrator at the Stones N’ 
Bones Museum in Sarnia.

Allanah possesses an outstanding academic record, consistently achieving 
an average of over 90%, and was awarded the Marilyn Walker Award of 
Excellence for the highest mark in university Preparation English, in addition 
to achieving the highest mark in Biology, French, and Visual Art.  Allanah 
plans to study Art and Biology at the University of Guelph.



STIPE JELOVCIC
Shell Canada Environmental Award

Sponsored by Shell Canada



STIPE JELOVCIC
In his years at St. Pat’s High School Stipe Jelovcic has been a visionary, a pragmatist, an 
outstanding scholar and a true leader.

In his own words, “Small actions are undoubtedly the ones that make big changes”, and 
his commitment to leadership in the school’s Environmental Club reflects the reality of 
his belief. Earth Week 2009 saw events he planned and organized touch every student 
in the school. An extensive poster contest led to the design of a logo and theme for the 
week and winners received environmentally friendly awards. During lunch hours tickets 
were sold to the Green Cinema which showed a range of movies and video clips with 
titles such as, Sources of Renewable Energy, The Story of Stuff, The Truth behind the 
Plastic Bag, and Green Houses Initiatives. All the proceeds were donated to the World 
Wildlife Federation (WWF). His involvement in the 1000 Act of Green Contest contributed 
to the event’s outstanding success with over 2000 acts actually achieved!
 
He also broadened the annual Earth Week event to become a month of Earth Day 
activities, promoted summer planting programs, instituted a recycling program for the 
collection of used school supplies, and suggested the idea of turning off all electronic 
devices in the school for a day.  He recently took the initiative to attend the Global 
Leaders’ Centre held by Global Vision/Junior Team Canada at the University of Western 
Ontario to discuss the upcoming G8 meeting to be held in Ontario this summer. In 
another dimension of his contribution to his school community, Stipe manages the 
Almost Corner Store, where he created a computer program to control sales, record 
transactions, and code and label every inventory item in the store.

In the broader community Stipe has given countless hours of time to the Humane 
Society in animal care, and the orientation of adoptive “parents”, and represented the 
society in the Santa Claus parades show casing the availability of dogs for adoption.

Stipe’s brilliance as a student is evident in his numerous awards in computer 
programming, in the Honour Society itself with averages always well beyond 90 percent, 
business department awards, and especially his language department awards, where his 
first language is Spanish; his second is English, and his facility in French remarkable!

There can be no doubt that this young pragmatist’s commitment to the environment is 
infinite, his regard for the broader community is heartfelt, and his intelligent focus on 
a better world is visionary. The Environmental Award is unequivocal recognition of his 
idealism and commitment in pursuit of truly laudable goals.
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Caring, Honesty, Respect, Responsibility
Y M C A  o f  S a r n i a - L a m b t o n

Our Vision
The YMCA of Sarnia-Lambton will be the recognized leader in 
building strong kids, strong families and strong communities.

Our Mission
The YMCA of Sarnia-Lambton  is  a  charitable  organization 

dedicated to the enrichment of the community through the growth 
and development of people in spirit, mind and body.

YMCA Annual Strong Kids Campaign
Funds raised from the YMCA Annual Strong Kids Campaign ensure 

that everyone has the opportunity to benefit from YMCA programs, 
regardless of their financial circumstance.

YMCA of Sarnia-Lambton 
1015 Finch Drive, Sarnia, ON N7S 6G5
(519) 336-9622
www.ymcasar.org
Charitable Registration # 11913 9400 RR0001 

A special Thank You to


